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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 
Display conditions: 
Not Applicable. 
Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The computer disk contains newsgroup dialogue and several sexually explicit stories. 
One item of newsgroup material and a number of stories either sexualise children and 
young persons, describe sexual activity with and by children and young persons, or 
both. While the newsgroup material and stories noted above do not form the majority 
of the sexual content on the disk, the extreme nature of their treatment of children and 
young persons is of serious concern. The stories are considered to be intended for 
sexual arousal. The stories and newsgroup indexes are in turn located amongst other 
newsgroup material that focuses upon correspondence and dialogue of a sexual 
nature. Given these factors, the publication is considered to promote the exploitation 
of children and young persons for sexual purposes. 

In regard to the submission received by the OFLC, it is noted that the publication is 
intended for the private use of the submitter. It is also recognised that the submitter 
wishes to use the publication in relation to his professional interest in the censorship of 
computer networks and bulletin-board systems. 

It is noted that the submitter has the “... freedom to seek, receive, and impart 
information and opinions of any kind in any form.” under s14 of the New Zealand Bill of 
Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act). This right is subject to “...only to such reasonable limits 
prescribed by law as can be demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society” in 
accordance with s5 of the NZBR Act. Publications that promote or support, or tend to 
promote or support the exploitation of children, or young persons, or both, for sexual 
purposes are deemed objectionable under s3(2) of the Act. It is further noted that s6 
of the NZBR Act states that “Wherever an enactment can be given a meaning that is 
consistent with the rights and freedoms contained in this Bill of Rights, that meaning 
shall be preferred to any other meaning.” However, s3(2) of the Act cannot be given 
an interpretation consistent with the freedoms set out in si 4 of the NZBR Act. 
Therefore, the publication is classified as objectionable. 
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